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Green Infrastructure Overview
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GIGP 2010:

• Background and Overview
• Program Goals
• Grant Types
• Program Requirements
• Application
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Green Innovation Grant Program (GIGP)

 Internal Program Review
 US EPA funded Post Program Analysis by Syracuse 

University Environmental Finance Center
 Analysis of program data 
 Spatial and demographic analysis
 Survey of applicants

 Lessons Learned
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SU EFC Findings - Lessons Learned
 Need outreach and education to build green 

capacity/ knowledge 
• Lack of understanding in survey responses as 

evidenced in GIGP applications
 Need better guidance and clear requirements upfront

• ARRA was confusing for many applicants
 Need design grants to help develop knowledge 

base/ projects for future implementation
 Grant cap for construction grants would be 

supported
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GIGP 2010
• Separate Application process from SRF base program 

• Call for Applications in September 2010

• Only $15 Million program allocation available

• Davis Bacon Act and Federal DBE Program 
requirements continue to apply

• Must be committed/under contract by September 2011
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 Must be eligible under SRF 
 Must be eligible under US EPA SRF 2010 Green 

Project Reserve requirements
 Meet all applicable NYS design standards
 Demonstrate the capacity to own, operate, and 

maintain the proposed project

GIGP 2010 Eligibility



 Applicants eligible for a GIGP grant include 
municipalities, school districts, private or not-
for-profit organizations, individuals, firms, 
partnerships, associations, and soil and water 
conservation districts.

 In accordance with the laws, rules, and 
regulations governing the CWSRF, projects 
defined as point source projects under 
Section 212 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) 
need to be municipally-owned…. 
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• Categorically eligible projects 
• Gives examples of projects requiring a business case
• US EPA list is very inclusive
• Guidance available at www.nysefc.org/gigp
• Q:\Divisions\TAS\Green Reference Documents\US 

EPA\GPR 2010 

2010 EPA Green Project Reserve (GPR)



2010 EPA GPR
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• Green Wet Weather Infrastructure:
• Maintain and restore natural hydrology by infiltrating, 

evapotranspiring, harvesting and using stormwater

• Water Efficiency:
• Reuse, Conserve or Improve Water Efficiency

• Energy Efficiency:
• Reduce Energy Consumption or Produce Clean Energy

• Environmental Innovation:
• Manage Water Resources to Prevent or Remove Pollution in 

more Sustainable Way

2010 EPA GPR
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Green 
Infrastructure
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Water 
Efficiency
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Energy 
Efficiency
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Green 
Innovation
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Design Excellence
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• Protects water quality and other environmental resources 
with a measurable impact on water quality;

• Builds green capacity locally and throughout NYS; 
• Spurs green innovation;
• Feasibility of transferring new technology / activities to 

other NYS water quality issues;  
• Provides outreach and educational opportunities;
• Regional distribution of projects;
• Compliance with state and federal laws, rules and 

regulations; and

GIGP 2010 Objectives
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• Leverages co-funding;
• Greens-up existing infrastructure / fixes existing facilities 

first;
• Supports community revitalization / advances a project in a 

municipal center;
• Land recycling / retrofit / infill;
• Reduces Greenhouse gas emissions;
• Improves air quality;
• Reduces dependence on oil / produces renewable energy;
• Supports economic development;
• Applicant commitment to asset management / operation 

and maintenance. 

GIGP 2010 Objectives (Continued)
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Construction Grants 
• 90% grant
• Maximum grant of $750,000 per project
• Require with application:

• Treatment Plant Projects - Complete Engineering Report
• Green Infrastructure / NPS (319 or 320  projects) - Concept 

plan and Feasibility Report 
• Eligible planning, design and construction costs can 

be covered

GIGP 2010 Grant Types
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Design Grants 
• 50% grant
• Maximum $50,000 per project
• For the development of an Engineering Report, 

SWPPP, or equivalent document for a specific green 
demonstration project

• Require with application:
 Treatment Plant Projects - Complete Feasibility Study
• Green Infrastructure / NPS (319 or 320  projects) -

Concept plan and Feasibility Report 

GIGP 2010 Grant Types: 
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GIGP 2010 Application
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GIGP 2010 Application
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GIGP 2010 Application
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GIGP 2010 Application
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GIGP 2010 Application
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GIGP 2010 Application
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GIGP 2010 Application
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GIGP 2010 Application
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GIGP 2010 Application
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GIGP 2010 Application

1. Please provide an Executive Summary of your proposed 
project in the space provided.

2. How will your project spur green innovation in New York 
State? 

3. How will your project build green capacity locally and 
throughout New York State? 

4. How will your project facilitate green technology transfer? 
5. Describe your plan for outreach and educational opportunities 

as it relates to your project.  
6. a) How will you provide for long-term operation and 

maintenance for the project?  
b) How will you address the repair or replacement (if needed) 
for the first five years of operation? 
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7) From the list below, please indicate if your project provides for 
any of the following additional benefits:

• Leverages co-funding
• Green-up existing infrastructure (fix it first)
• Supports community revitalization / advances a project in a 

municipal center 
• Land recycling / retrofit / infill
• Reduces greenhouse gas emissions
• Improves air quality
• Reduces dependence on oil / produces renewable energy 
• Supports economic development
• Other 

GIGP 2010 Application
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GIGP 2010 Application
PART F – PROJECT SCHEDULE AND BUDGET –
Design Grant
1. a)  Project Conceptual Site Plan Completed 
1. b)  Feasibility Study Completed
2. Applicant approval of final project plans & specs
3.  Issue Notice to Award
4.  Issue Notice to Proceed
5.  Construction Commencement Date
6.  Anticipated Construction Completion Date 
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GIGP 2010 Application
PART F – PROJECT SCHEDULE AND BUDGET –
Construction Grant
1. a) Completed Project Engineering Report
1. b) Completed Project Conceptual Plan
2. Applicant approval of final project plans & specs
3.  Issue Notice to Award
4.  Issue Notice to Proceed
5.  Construction Commencement Date
6.  Anticipated Construction Completion Date
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GIGP 2010 Application
Project Budget
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GIGP 2010 Application



NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation September 29, 2010

GIGP 2010 Application
 PART H – ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS / 

PERMITTING (Construction Grants Only)
 Section 1.  SEQR/SERP/SHPO
 Section 2.  Project Permits and Approvals
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GIGP 2010 Application
 PART I – CERTIFICATION AS TO TITLE OF 

PROJECT
 PART J – MINORITY AND WOMEN BUSINESS 

ENTERPRISE - EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM (MWBE-EEO)

 PART K – ENFORCEMENT STATUS
 PART L – CERTIFICATION
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GIGP 2010 Application Checklist
Every Application Must have (1) hardcopy AND (1) 
electronic copy (CD or DVD) of the following:
• Signed completed Application Form 
• Map that depicts the impacted waterbody or waterbodies
• M/WBE Work Plan
• Attached response to Part E Question # 7 

The following as applicable:
• W-9 Form for (non-municipal applicants only)
• Calculations of metrics provided for the answers in Part D 
• Business Case for Part D 
• Copy of the enforcement instrument for Park K
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GIGP 2010 Construction Grants:

212 Projects: Engineering Report
OR

319 or 320 Projects: Conceptual Site 
Plan and Feasibility Study

Every Construction Grant Application Must have (1) 
hardcopy AND (1) electronic copy (CD or DVD) of 
the following:
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GIGP 2010 Design Grants:

212 Projects: Feasibility Study
319 and 320 Projects: 

Conceptual Site Plan
OR
Feasibility Study

Every Design Grant Application Must have (1) 
hardcopy AND (1) electronic copy (CD or DVD) of 
the following:
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• Protects water quality and other environmental 
resources with a measurable impact on water quality;

• Spurs green innovation;
• Builds green capacity; 
• Feasibility of transferring new technology / activities to 

other NYS water quality issues;  
• Provides outreach and educational opportunities;
• Regional distribution of projects;
• Compliance with state and federal laws, rules and 

regulations; and

GIGP 2010 ObjectivesGIGP 2010 Evaluation Criteria
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• Leverages co-funding;
• Greens-up existing infrastructure / fixes existing facilities 

first;
• Supports community revitalization / advances a project in a 

municipal center;
• Land recycling / retrofit / infill;
• Reduces Greenhouse gas emissions;
• Improves air quality;
• Reduces dependence on oil / produces renewable energy;
• Supports economic development;
• Applicant commitment to asset management / operation 

and maintenance. 

GIGP 2010 Evaluation Criteria
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Multi-Agency Panel
NYS EFC NYS Environmental Facilities 

Corporation

NYS DEC NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation

NYSERDA NYS Energy Research and 
Development Authority

NYS DOS NYS Department of State
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Application Available September 29, 2010

Application postmarked by December 3, 2010

Award Grants 

Grant Agreement Signed

(TARGET) February 2011

September 30, 2011

GIGP 2010 Schedule
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State Smart Growth Public 
Infrastructure Policy Act

New York State’s New Smart Growth Law



NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation September 29, 2010

Purpose
“ … to augment the state’s environmental policy by 

declaring a fiscally prudent state policy of maximizing 
the social, economic and environmental benefits 
from public infrastructure development through 
minimizing unnecessary costs of sprawl 
development….”
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Requirements
 No Infrastructure Agency Approval Unless Consistent 

with Relevant Criteria to Extent Practicable
 CEO of Infrastructure Agency Shall Attest that 

Projects Meet Smart Growth Criteria
- If Not, Detail in a Statement of Justification

 Create a Smart Growth Advisory Committee to Advise 
the Agency and Conduct the Review

- Consult with Representatives of Affected 
Communities

 Became Effective Late September
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Who’s a State Infrastructure 
Agency?

 Departments of Transportation, Education, Health, 
State, Environmental Conservation

 Environmental Facilities Corporation
 Housing Finance Agency and Housing Trust Fund 
 Dormitory Authority, Thruway Authority, Port 

Authority
 Empire State Development Corporation
 Urban Development Corporation
 All Other NY Authorities
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What are the Smart Growth 
Criteria?

 Advances Existing Infrastructure
 Advances Projects in Municipal Centers
 Advances Projects in Developed Areas
 Protects Natural, Scenic and Historic Resources
 Fosters Mixed Land Uses
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Smart Growth Criteria Continued

 Provides Mobility Through Transportation Choices
 Coordinates State, Local and Regional Planning
 Participates in Community Based Planning
 Ensures Predictability in Building/Land Use Codes
 Promotes Sustainability
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What is a Municipal Center?
 An Area of Concentrated and Mixed Land Uses that 

Serves as a Center for Various Activities, Including:
 Central Business District
 Main Street
 Downtown
 Brownfield Opportunity Area
 Downtown Local Waterfront Revitalization Area
 Transit-Oriented Development
 Environmental Justice Area
 An Area Adjacent to a Municipal Center
 A Future Municipal Center
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Implementation At EFC
Just Starting….

 Balance Need to Protect Water Resources
 Working with Governor’s Smart Growth Cabinet
 Creation of Smart Growth Committee
 Development of Smart Growth Checklist

 EFC Staff Complete File Review
 Applicant Asked for Missing Information/Confirmation
 More Information Coming in IUP 



NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation September 29, 2010

Thank you!
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www.nysefc.org

NYSEFC - Financing for a Sustainable Future

Suzanna Randall, AICP
Green Infrastructure Coordinator

Randall@nysefc.org
518-402-7461

1-800-200-2200
NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation 

625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12207 

Sandra Allen
Director, Policy and Planning

allens@nysefc.org
518-402-6957

1-800-882-9721


