
 

1.1  Healthcare Professionals 
 
The Importance 
 
The number of physicians and nurses available to provide health care to the Region directly 
affects patients’ ability to access quality, timely healthcare when needed.  Chronic shortages 
of nurses willing to accept the terms of employment have been reported as a nationwide 
healthcare crisis.  Facilities with fewer and overworked physicians and nurses will naturally 
provide inferior care to fewer people than facilities that are adequately staffed.  With medical 
centers that draw many patients from outside the four-county region, the Capital District’s 
per capita number of nurses and physicians is expected to be higher than the national rate.  It 
should also be noted that nationally, only 58.5% of all Registered Professional Nurses (RPN) 
were employed full-time in 2000 while 18.3% were not employed as nurses.   
 
About this indicator 
 
This indicator uses data from the New York State Education Department’s Division of 
Professional Licensing Services to track the number of Licensed Practical Nurses (LPN), 
Registered Professional Nurses, and Licensed Medical Doctors.  These numbers do not 
include other primary care professions, such as Nurse Practitioners and Physician Assistants.  
For National comparison, the indicator uses American Medical Association data on 
physicians and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services data on nurses.   
 
It should be noted that this data records the number of licensed professionals and not the 
number employed.  Due to a lack of consistent data, there is no regional comparison for this 
indicator.   
 
Sources for this Indicator  
 
• New York State Education Department’s Division of Professional Licensing Services 
• American Medical Association, Physician Characteristics and Distribution in the U.S. 

• United States Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services 
Administration unpublished data provided to the U.S. Census Bureau for the Statistical 
Abstract of the United States. 

 
Nurses and Physicians in the Capital 
District  
 
As a medical center for the larger region, the 
Capital District has a higher per capita number of 
nurses and physicians than the nation as a whole.  
During the 1990’s, while the National per capita 
number of nurses and physicians climbed steadily,  
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the number of nurses and physicians per 
Capita in the Capital District peaked and 
actually began to decline.  The number of 
licensed LPNs and RPNs per 100,000 
people declined from 1,830 in 1990 to 
1,827 in 2000.  The number of Physicians 
per 100,000 people in the Capital District 
peaked in 1998 at 306 and declined to 298 
in 2001. 
 
Registered Professional Nurses have 
higher educational requirements than Licensed Practical Nurses. In the Capital District, the 
number of RPNs has continued to climb as the number of LPNs has declined, indicating a 
higher level of training within the nursing profession.  The National 3 to 1 ratio of RPNs to 
LPNs is very close to the Capital District’s ratio. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Capital District Number of Physicians 
per 100,000 People

0
50

100
150
200
250
300
350

19
83

19
84

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

Capital District  Number of RPNs 
and LPN's  per 100,000 People

0
250
500
750

1000
1250
1500
1750
2000

1980 1990 2000

LPNs 
RPNs 

Total 

Registered Nurses per 100,000 People

0
200
400
600
800

1000
1200
1400
1600

1980 1990 2000

Capital District 

United States 

1.1  HEALTH 

REGIONAL INDICATORS REPORT / 2003 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


