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2005 Comprehensive Plan Mobility Goal
“Improve mobility—the ability of people, 
regardless of age and status, to engage in desired 
activities at moderate cost to themselves and 
society—throughout the town. This includes 
strategic investments in needed highway 
infrastructure, improved access to public 
transportation and development that is supportive 
of public transportation, and significant 
enhancements to the safety and attractiveness of 
non-motorized modes of travel.”
 Maintain and improve walkability within the hamlets.
 Provide adequate bicycle facilities and establish signed system of routes 

throughout the Town
 Maintain and enhance pedestrian connections within neighborhoods, and 

between neighborhoods and hamlet centers.
 Consider opportunities to provide paved shoulders on all collector and 

arterial roads, where sidewalks are not provided.
 Establish Delaware Avenue as a pedestrian friendly, small-scale 

commercial corridor.
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•March 2009 – Committee Established as PaTHs 4 Bethlehem
•Pathways to Hamlets, Homes and Healthy Hearts

•November 2010 – Committee Formally Established through 
Town Board Resolution

•11 Member Committee 
•Town Residents
•Planning, Engineering, Parks & Recreation, Highway, and 
Police Department representatives

•Bethlehem Central School District Liaison
•Monthly meetings – 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30PM in 
Town Hall Room 101
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Vision
Residents and visitors in Bethlehem live and work in a sustainable 
community that has a diversity of transportation options, and they 
routinely choose bicycling and walking for safe and efficient 
transportation and as a healthy option for recreation.

Mission
The Bethlehem Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee is a resource that 
effectively uses a 5E approach (Engineering, Education & 
Enforcement, and Engagement & Encouragement) to advise the 
Town, educate the community, and advocate for opportunities to 
improve mobility and connectivity for bicyclists and pedestrians.  



Bethlehem Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee

Goals
Engineering
Bethlehem offers safe and efficient infrastructure to ensure 
accessibility, connectivity, and mobility for bicyclists and pedestrians.

Education & Enforcement
The Bethlehem community is aware of and actively exhibits safe 
bicycling, walking, and driving behavior. A share the road approach is 
respected among all travel modes and reinforced through 
enforcement of traffic laws.

Engagement & Encouragement
The Bethlehem community is utilizing its bicycle and pedestrian 
network to the full extent and is empowered to drive new programs in 
the Town.  
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Committee Activities
 Complete Streets Resolution – August 2009
 Town Bike Expo – Facilitate Bicycle Skills Stations
 Bicycle and Pedestrian Priority Network
 Evaluation Process for New Pathway Investment
 Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Tip Palm Cards
 CDTA/CDTC Bike Rack Program – 23 Bicycle Racks 
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Bethlehem Complete 
Streets Resolution

-Adopted August 2009
-Zoning Law 2012
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Town Bike Expo – Bicycle Skills Stations
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Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Priority Network
Used for:

• Grant Applications
• Land Use Review –

Site Plan 
• Evaluation Process
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Evaluation Process for New Pathway Investment

Town of BethlehemEvaluation Process for New Pathway Investment
Procedures /Users Guide



Bethlehem Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee

STEP 1:

SCREENING 

STEP 2:

COST

STEP 3:

BENEFITS

LOCATED ON PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE NETWORK MAP

RECOMMENDED BY TOWN PLAN OR STUDY

CALCULATE ESTIMATED PROJECT COST

$$$$

COMPLETE BENEFITS EVALUATION
SAFETY

•VOLUME
•SPEED
•CROSSINGS & INTERSECTIONS
•ACCESS CONFLICTS
•LACK OF EXISTING FACILITIES

DESTINATIONS
POTENTIAL FOR PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE ACTIVITY

•POPULATION DENSITY
•POTENTIAL USERS

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

STEP 5:

LEVERAGE 
OPPORTUNITIES

IDENTIFY TOWN SHARE 
FEDERAL/STATE GRANT PROGRAM
DEVELOPER SHARE

STEP 4:

CALCULATE TOTAL 
SCORE BASED ON 

PATHWAY SCORING 
MATRIX

Evaluation Process for New Pathway Investment 

REVISE COST 
SCORE

BASED ON TOWN 
SHARE AND 

REVISE TOTAL 
SCORE
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STEP 3: COMPLETE 
BENEFITS EVALUATION 
TABLE

• Safety
• Destinations
• Potential for 

Pedestrian/Bicycle 
Activity

• Geographic
Distribution
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Bicycle and 
Pedestrian 
Safety Tip Palm 
Cards
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CDTC/CDTA Bike Rack Program - 23 Bike Racks Awarded
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NYSERDA Grant – 2011/2012

Bethlehem Energy Management, 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory, and 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Program Initiatives
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Benefits of a Bicycle/Ped Program
 Reduce GHG emissions and VMTs

• Mitigate climate change
• Reduce congestion 
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Benefits of a Bicycle/Ped Program
 Reduce GHG emissions and VMTs

• Mitigate climate change
• Reduce congestion 

 Improve Air Quality
• Motor vehicle exhaust puts harmful chemicals in our air and 

contributes to ground-level ozone

 Public Health Benefits
• Bicycle riding is a safe, low-impact method of exercise for all 

ages and abilities 
• It is a great cardiovascular exercise and can help fight the 

national obesity epidemic 
• Reduces emissions that exacerbate asthma and other 

respiratory diseases
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NYSERDA Grant – Bicycle and Pedestrian Initiatives
 Sustainable Bethlehem Approach
 Bicycle Month Event Preparation Guide
 Annual Event Calendar
 League of American Bicyclists Traffic Skills 101 Course
 Walk and Bicycle Friendly Community Applications
 Bike Route Pilot Project
 Bicycle Prioritization Projects with Linear Foot Costs
 Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructure Maintenance 

Manual
 Community Workshop
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Sustainable Bethlehem Approach

www.sustainablebethlehem.org
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Bicycle Month Event Preparation Guide
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League of American Bicyclists Traffic Skills 101 
Course



Bethlehem Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee

Walk and Bicycle Friendly Community Applications



Bethlehem Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee

Bicycle Friendly Community Evaluation

• Establish a Bicycle Coordinator Position
• Increase the number of arterial and collector roads with 

wide shoulders and bike lanes
• Formally establish May as Bike Month and host/sponsor or 

encourage bicycle-themed events
• Develop a Comprehensive Bike Plan for the Town
• Additional Engineering, Education, Encouragement, 

Enforcement, Evaluation/Planning recommendations 
(short and long term)
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Walk Friendly Community Evaluation

• Establish a Pedestrian Coordinator Position
• Increase the miles and ADA compliance of sidewalks
• Establish a Safe Routes to School program
• Develop a Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan for the Town
• Additional Engineering, Education, Encouragement, 

Enforcement, Evaluation/Planning recommendations
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Bike Route Pilot Project
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Bike Route Pilot Project
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Bike Route Pilot Project
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Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructure 
Maintenance Manual
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Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Infrastructure 
Maintenance Manual



Bethlehem Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee

 March 12, 2012
 50 Participants
 Bicycle/Pedestrian 

Characteristics Survey
• Key Pad Polling

Community Workshop
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How do you identify yourself with regards to  
biking?

1 2 3 4

9%
14%

68%

9%

1. Commuter
2. Daily trips (errands)
3. Recreational
4. Do not ride a bicycle
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What do you consider the greatest barrier to 
riding a bicycle in Bethlehem?

1 2 3 4 5

2%

12% 12%
17%

56%
1. Lack of marked routes
2. Condition of 

infrastructure
3. Safety concerns/being 

on road with cars
4. Lack of bicycle route 

network linking to key 
destinations

5. Weather 
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What do you think is the cause of the most motor 
vehicle-bicycle accidents in Bethlehem. 

1 2 3 4

18%

26%

41%

15%

1. Drivers speeding
2. Drivers 

inattentiveness
3. Bicyclists riding 

against traffic
4. Bicyclists listening to 

music/not paying 
attention



Bethlehem Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee

What do you consider the greatest barrier to 
walking more in Bethlehem?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

24%

12%

22%

2%

24%

5%

10%

1. Lack of sidewalks
2. Condition of sidewalks
3. Lack of network of 

sidewalks to get to key 
destinations

4. Lack of safe crossings
5. Lack of respect for 

pedestrians 
6. Distance
7. Weather
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Please rank the top three projects you think 
Bethlehem should focus on this year.

1 2 3 4 5 6

1%

19%

29%

34%

12%

4%

1. Bike Expo
2. Town wide bicycle/walking 

education campaign
3. Taking action to become a 

certified bicycle friendly 
community

4. Engaging community partners
5. Prioritizing roadway & sidewalk 

maintenance
6. Creating a budget line item for a 

bicycle/pedestrian 
infrastructure
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WALK TO SCHOOL DAY – October 3, 2012

Slingerlands Elementary School 
Hamagrael Elementary School
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NEXT STEPS
NYSDOT Safe Routes to School Grant Application
Capital Improvement Plan (5 Year)
Establish Future Committee Action Items to 

Address Goals (Education, Enforcement, 
Engineering, Encouragement, Engagement)
• Based on: 

o Recommendations from Walk and Bike Friendly 
Community Application Evaluations

o March 2012 Key Pad Polling Results
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QUESTIONS/COMMENTS


