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The Famous Erie Canal



The Canal System  TODAY



Canal System Overview

• Canal Corporation operates the Canal System 
• subsidiary of the NYS Thruway Authority

• Four waterways:

• Erie Canal – 338 miles long
• Champlain Canal – 60 miles long
• Oswego Canal – 24 miles long
• Cayuga-Seneca Canal – 12 miles long

• Includes approximately 1,800 structures, including 57 locks, 20 
moveable bridges and other dams, walls, etc. 

• Approximately 500-full time and 100 seasonal employees 



The Canal System is…
still an Engineering Marvel





Multi-Year Capital Plan

• Rehabilitation of Lock E-6 in 
Waterford, Saratoga County –
Cost approximately 
$16,500,000

• Rehabilitation of Lock O-5 in 
Minetto, Oswego County –
Cost approximately 
$11,500,000

• Canalway Trail Canastota to 
Erie Canal Village – Cost 
approximately $2,500,000

• Canalway Trail, Schenectady –
Cost approximately 
$1,500,000  





NYS Canal System is also…
a Land & Water Trail System

Canalway Trail





Canalway Water Trail



Water Trail – Interactive On-Line Tool

www.canals.ny.gov/exvac/watertrail.html



The NYS Canal System is also (or still!)… 
a Commercial Highway



• Commercial Shipping:
- increase in recent years
- more energy efficient and environmentally friendly

• NYSERDA funding feasibility study

• Canal System recently designated as a federal Marine Corridor



NYS Canal System is also…
Revitalizing Communities

St. Johnsville Marina
(Erie Canal Greenway Grant  ribbon cutting) 



Accomplishments to Date:
Canal Revitalization

• $250 million in local projects along 
the Canal System:

– $13 million to develop 7 harbors

– $18 million for Canalway Trail 
projects

– More than $200 million in local 
service port projects

Amsterdam

Whitehall



Erie Canal Greenway Grant Projects

• City of Albany  - Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike
Trail ($173,250)

• City of Cohoes - Cohoes Heritage Trail
($225,000) 

• Town of Waterford – Water Trail Dock &
Amenities (Lock E2) ($207,510)

• Essex County - Lake Champlain Visitors
Center ($225,000 )

• Town of Clifton Park – Riverview Landing
Public Access ($180,000)

• City of Schenectady – Canal Access, 
Interpretation & Visitor Services ($225,000)

Clifton Park

Colonie



NYS Canal System is also…
Community Events, Celebrations & Festivals

Canal Clean Sweep
(Canal employees at Alcathy’s, Town of Waterford)Canalway Trail Celebration

(Corning Preserve, Albany)



The NYS Canal System is also…
History ALIVE



Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum

Old Erie Lock 52 – Port Byron

Rome



The NYS Canal System is also…
Educational

Tug Urger: The “Floating Classroom”



The NYS Canal System is also…
a Team Effort
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